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For more information visit: www.4noboundaries.org.

Many communities in our region have faced-fast paced growth
while other areas have languished, caught in the changing 
economics and the transition from textiles to a service based
industry. These factors coupled with changing conditions in 
credit markets have made loan and grant programs increasingly
important to many areas of our region. Approximately sixty
people from across our region met to learn about grant and
financing tools.

The event, the first in a series of workshops, featured develop-
ment tools for interested people throughout the region, especially
in small towns. The audience included representatives from non-
profit groups, neighborhood groups, local banks, town planners,
as well as elected officials.

Gloria Nance-Sims, the Director of the North Carolina
Department of Community Affairs spoke about state grant
programs. Bill McNeil, a senior Fellow with the NC Rural
Development Center, presented their loan and grants programs.
Randy Gore, the Regional Administrator for the US Department
of Agriculture, presented information on their programs. 
And, George Sherrill, from the North Carolina Department of
Commerce, Finance Center, spoke about the availability of
numerous bond and loan programs.

Representatives from Mooresville and Albemarle, towns with
successful developments, described their redevelopment
programs and financing. 

Advanced Manufacturing in
the Greater Charlotte Region
Regional competitiveness and innovative capacity are the key
indicators for economic vitality in the 21st century. These two 
elements, properly fostered at a regional level, stand the greatest
potential to enable the United States to maintain its position as the
leader in the global "knowledge" economy. In the face of global
competition, rapid technology change and major demographic
shifts, these two core drivers for economic success may be 
decisive. Regions around the country are struggling to adopt
strategies to support these economic development drivers.

The Greater Charlotte Region (GCR) has a long history in manufac-
turing with the tobacco, textile, and furniture industries Building
upon this history and its now well established foothold in Advanced
Manufacturing, the GCR wants to position itself for continued 
success and as a global leader in Advanced Manufacturing.
Advanced Manufacturing is one group of often inter-related 
industries that require constant innovation. Creating an environ-
ment rich in innovation will require intense focus on technology,
talent and capital.

The Centralina Economic Development Commission and a consor-
tium of community colleges, agencies and workforce development

boards commissioned a study to tell us about advanced manufac-
turing in the region. The definition of advanced manufacturing that
we used is given below:

1. Advanced Skill Occupation
Workforce has advanced skills

2. Productivity Growth 
Keeping the company competitive

3. High Technology Product
Transformative products

4. Growth in regional Productivity
Growing faster than the national norm.

The complete report describing advanced manufacturing in the
region can be found at www.4noboundaries.org under "activities" or
call 704 688-5-6052 and ask for a copy.
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